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NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BROOKLYN  ASSOCIATION 

FOR 

Impljiiig  tire  CmiMtioii  ai  t\t  ||offr. 


The  Board  ol'  Managers,  iu  presenting  tlieir  Annual 
Report,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follOAving 

F  r  N A X  CIA  1 .  S 1  ATK  M B NT . 

RECEIPT  ^. 

Received  through  the  visitors  of  the  Asbocia- 


tion,  $5,205  01 

Received  collections  from  ten  Churches   9-26  T6 

of  Ninth  Ward  Committee,   8153 

Proceeds  of  Concert  by  George  ^Ym. 

Warren.  Esq   15 

Total  , . $6,245  4.5 


IMSBURfEMENTS. 

Paid  lor  (irocciics  and  ProviBious,  

Coal  $1,717  4-> ) 

Bread   878  15  >  

Shoes   5()  .35  ) 

Rents  for  sixty-three  families,  

For  Clothing  and  Bedding  from  Female 

Employment  Society.  

lor  Articles  redeemed  from  pawn,  

Moving  families  into  the  conntr}', . . 


Old  bill  of  some  two  years 
ago,  

Rent  of  Othee  

For  Office  Fnrniture,  Books,  Stationery. 
&c.,  

Part  of  Funeral  Expenses  for  nine  fami- 
lies,   

General  and  Ward  Agencies,  

For  Wood,  and  carting  chips  from  Navy 
Yard,  &c,  


18 

2,14H 

92 

118 

82 

50 

23 

80 

32 

22 

49 

112 

80 

IflO 

14 

90 

00 

()() 

00 

28 

12 

020 

00 

12 

00 

^0,131  72 


Balance  remaining  in  the  Treasurer's  hands, .  $  118  78 

Tlie  following  is  tlio  list  of  Clinreli  collections  above  men- 
tioned : 

Plymouth  Church  $328  19 

St.  Ann's,      "    170  08 

Church  of  the  Pil^jrims   152  57 

Second  Presbyterian  Church,   (U  78 

Strong  Place  Baptist    0105 

Church  of  t  he  Redeemer,   30  55 

Hanson  Place  Methodist  Church   30  00 

Wallabout  Presbyterian       "    20  00 

Central  Baptist    20  00 

Church  of  the  Restoration,   81  (H 

$92()  70 

Fnrllierniore,  one  hundred  and  ninetj^-six  loads  of  wood, 
or  chips,  have  been  delivered  from  the  United  States  Navy 
Yard,  on  tlie  orders  of  the  General  Agent,  through  the  kind- 
iii'S^  of  til*'  Conminndor  •  :iiid  \vi'  bnvt'  fiirlber  to  tliaiik  the 
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Brooklyn  Gas  Light  Company  for  the  gift  of  twenty-iive 
chaldrons  of  coke,  and  the  Citizens'  Gas  Light  Company  for 
tifteen  chaldrons.  Various  other  smaller,  but  not  less  ac- 
ceptable, donations  from  our  citizens  also  claim  grateful  ac- 
knowledgment, and  are  mentioned  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Some  twenty-three  hundred  families  —  more  than  doul  >le 
the  number  of*the  previous  year,  and  including  over  live 
thousand  individuals  —  have  received  assistance  at  the 
hands  of  the  General  Agent  and  visitors:  some  of  them 
more  than  once,  and  even  twice. 

During  the  year  just  past,  the  Eev.  Sam'l  Bayliss  has  offici- 
ated as  corresponding  Secretary  and  General  Agent  of  the 
Association.  So  largely  does  the  confidence  of  the  public  in 
this  organization,  as  well  as  its  efficiency,  depend  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  duties  of  tliis  office  are  performed,  that 
the  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers  deem  it  their 
duty,  thus  publicly,  to  place  on  record  their  high  sense  of 
the  zeal,  fidelity  and  signal  abiUty  which  this  gentleman  has 
exliibited  in  their  discharge,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  his 
services,  at  this  important  post,  may  be  of  long  continu- 
ance. 

The  proper  business  of  this  Association,  as  indicated  b}' 
its  title,  is  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  poor. 
Doubtless,  the  object  had  in  view  by  its  founders  was, 
mainly,  to  extend  such  temporary  relief  to  families  and  indi- 
viduals as  pressing  exigencies  demanded,  and,  also,  to  point 
out  ways  and  means  by  which  the  poor  might,  for  the  time 
being,  help  themselves.  This,  however,  is  but  a  temporizing 
mode  of  charity  which  looks  to  no  proerressive  or  permanent 
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improvement  of  their  condition,  for  the  same  general  causes 
of  poverty  are  thereby  left  in  undisturbed  operation,  and  no 
absolute  diminution  of  want  or  of  the  number  of  the  needy 
follows  such  efforts. 

Now  the  question  may  well  be  asked.  "  JShall  an  Associa- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  poor  be  re- 
stricted in  their  operations  to  the  mere  feeding  of  a  hungry 
man  to-day,  who  will  be  hungry  again  to-morrow — to  cloth- 
ing him  in  cast-off  garments  which,  in  a  month,  will  hang 
upon  him  in  rags — to  supplying  coal  or  wood  for  a  few  days 
in  mid- winter,  or  paying  a  quarter's  rent  of  some  wretched 
cellar  or  tenement  room ;  in  line,  doing  a  work  which  has 
only  to  be  done  over,  and  yet  over  again :  or,  shall  they  (by 
no  means  neglecting  these  duties)  meanwhile  search  out  and 
examine  the  causes  of  this  abounding  and  ever-present  des- 
titution, seeking  ultimately  to  lay  the  axe  at  the  root  of  this 
social  Upas?"" 

Poverty  results  from  an  abnormal  condition  of  society.  It 
is  a  chronic  disease  of  the  social  system.  That  it  is  amend- 
able to  proper  treatment  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but.  like  all 
other  long  established  maladies,  its  permanent  cure  demands 
time  and  patience.  To  minister  to  its  more  acute  and  imme- 
diate symptoms,  palliating  or  suppressing  them,  as  best  we 
may,  is,  unquestionably,  the  first  dut}*  of  this  Association. 
But,  is  this  our  unly  and  our  highest  function?  Are  we  for- 
ever limited  by  our  organic  law  to  an  unvarying  round  of 
more  palliation  ?  Do  the  traditions  of  beneficiary  institu- 
tions in  general,  or  of  this  in  particular,  bind  us,  year  after 
year,  to  a  tread-mill  routine  of  temporization  ?    In  short,  is 
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constitutional  treatment  of  a  constitutional  disorder  to  b© 
eternally  postponed  ? 

Vast  numbers  of  the  poor  are  born  to  poverty,  growing 
up,  as  it  were,  in  the  frigid  zone  of  society,  the  heh's  of 
want,  ignorance,  idleness,  filthiness,  intemperance,  vice  and 
crime — the  old  poverty  generating  the  new. 

There  is  also  a  large  class  of  the  permanently  poor,  from 
feeble  bodily  organization  and  deficient  mental  power 

Again,  the  numbers  of  those  born  to  poverty  and  deficient 
strength  of  body  and  mind  increase  rapidly.  Poor  in  all 
else,  they  lack  not  for  children. 

Further  still,  their  opportunities  of  education  and  general 
development  are  few  and  limited  in  scope. 

Intemperance  must  be  added  to  these  causes  of  poverty. 
It  furnishes  not  only  steam  but  drivin.s'-wheels  on  the  road 
to  ruin. 

As  a  joint  result  of  these  causes,  idleness,  improvidence, 
thriftlessness  must  be  mentioned.  Time  and  opportunities 
are  lost.    Economy  is  not  thought  of 

Moreover,  the  poor  are  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  disease : 
infectious  and  local  disorders  are  frequent  amongst  them,  and 
the  mortality  often  frightful. 

Such  are  some  of  the  natural  and  organic  causes  of  pov- 
erty. Many  others  are  constantly  in  operation.  Bank- 
ruptcy, treachery,  fraud,  theft  and  the  ravages  of  the  ele- 
ments, are  ever  swelling  the  ranks  of  the  poor. 
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Doubtless,  a  ".^reat  social  revolution  only  will  entirely  re- 
move the  causes  of  poverty.  But  social  revolutions,  eradi- 
catiui?  great  evils,  are  the  growth  of  generations  and  centu- 
ries, unless,  indeed,  they  are  suddenly  inaugurated  with 
civil  convulsions  and  bloodshed.  We  cannot,  therefore,  end 
poverty,  and  the  misery  and  crime  it  generates,  to-day,  nor 
yet  to-morrow.  AMiat  then  can  ])e  done  towards  its  ultimate 
extinction?  This  is,  undoubtedly,  a  tremendous  problem, 
but  it  cannot  forever  be  kept  in  abeyance.  Sooner  or  later 
tlie  exigencies  of  society  will  press  its  solution  upon  this  and 
every  other  charitable  association,  demanding  their  most 
earnest  and  faithful  consideration,  and  their  wisest  action. 

VCv  are  aware  that  the  present  is  not  an  auspicious  time 
10  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  abstruse  questions  of  political 
econoni}',  yet,  perhaps,  the  suggestions  thus  conveyed  may 
not  be  considered  wholly  out  of  place,  with  a  view  to  future 
action  under  other  and  better  political  prospects. 

Meanwhile,  anotlier  winter  is  at  hand.  As  heretofore,  it 
will  bring  with  it  much  suffering  and  misery  for  the  poor, 
making  it  again  the  duty  of  this -Board  to  appeal  to  the  pub- 
lic in  their  behalf  The  unsettled  condition  of  the  country 
and  tlie  general  derangement  of  its  business  and  industry, 
indicate  a  sea.son  of  more  than  usual  destitution  and  liard- 
ship,  and  consequently  of  enlarged  demands  upon  j'our  char- 
ity, which,  we  do  not  doubt  will  meet  yowv  liberal  consider- 
ation. 

But  in  addition  to  the  poor  whom  we  have  always  witli 
us,"  another  class,  appealing  with  irresistaljle  force  to  every 
j)atrintic  lu-art.  will  demand  our  l>est  efforts  and  noblest  sac- 
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rifices  during  the  coming  winter.  The  widows  and  orphans 
of  those  who  have  fallen  on  the  field  of  battle,  in  defence  of 
Constitutional  Law  and  Libert}',  must  not  ask  charity  at  our 
hands  in  vain.  Their  claims  on  our  compassionate  regard 
are  sacred  and  caimot  be  overlooked  or  postponed  without 
violence  to  a  solemn  trust  and  an  exhibition  of  ingratitude 
approaching  to  sacrilege. 

We  ask,  then,  liberal  and  early  contributions  from  our  fel- 
low citizens  to  enable  us  to  meet  this  demand,  and  also  to 
minister  to  the  wants  of  other  worthy  poor  of  our  city.  This 
is  the  great  object  of  the  Brooklyn  Association  for  Lnprov- 
iug  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,"  and  the  records  of  the  past 
show  the  necessity  as  also  the  fruits  of  our  labor.  We, 
therefore,  appeal  not  only  to  your  benevolence,  but  to  your 
generosity,  believing  we  shaU  not  do  so  in  vain.  Blessed 
is  he  that  considereth  the  poor." 


The  Association  gratefully  ackxowledge  the  follow- 
ing Contributions,  and  respectfult.t  solicit  an  in- 
crease OF  SUCH  favors  : 

One  hogshead  of  hoeks.  from  J.  H.  Halbrook  : 

One  barrel  of  fiour,  fruin  T.  E.  Jewell,  of  Smith.  Leach 
Jewell.  Xo.  2  Fultou  Street ; 

One  ton  of  coal,  from  AVilliam  Spence.  149  Li^iugston 
Street; 

An  order  for  ten  dollars  on  Female  Employment  Societj. 
from  Luke  AV.  Thomas.  185  Henrv  Street : 

Five  Dollars  worth  of  groceries,  from  Scranton  &  Co..  At- 
lantic, corner  of  Henry  Street : 

Also,  a  large  number  of  packages  of  cast-off  clothing  and 
bed-clothes  from  various  persons,  whose  names  we  could  not 
obtain,  but  whose  kind  deeds  made  many  needy  families  re  - 
joice. 


Every  contributor  to  the  funds  of  this  Association  is  a 
member — members  only  have  a  right  to  send  appUcants  for 
assistance.  * 

Each  member  will  be  furnished  with  printed  blank  apph- 
eations,  or  "  Memlers'  Bequests,'^  which  may  be  filled  out 
and  sent,  in  all  cases  till  1st  of  January,  to  the  General 
Agent,  at  the  Office.  22  Court  street;  after  the  Ist  of  Janu- 
ary, to  the  places  designated  in  each  TVard,  which  will  be 
set  forth  in  a  Directory,  to  which  every  member  is  entitled. 

Every  application  for  assistance  is  carefully  investigated : 
the  worthy  poor  who  are  striving  to  help  themselves  are 
sympathized  with,  assisted  and  encouraged.  Street  beggars 
and  paupers  are  referred  lo  our  public  institutions. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  I. 

This  Institutiou  shall  be  called    The  Brooklyn  Associa- 

TION  FOR  iMPROTIXa  THE  COXDITIOX  OF  THE  POOR.'' 
ARTICLE  11. 

The  design  is  in  general  the  elevation  of  the  moral  and 
physical  condition  of  the  indigent :  and  as  far  as  compatible 
with  these  objects,  the  rehef  of  their  necessities. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Every  person  who  becomes  an  annual  subscriber  or  visi- 
tor shall  be  a  member  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  aftairs  of  the  Association  shaU  be  managed  by  a  Pre- 
sident, five  Vice-Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  a  Recording  Secre- 
tary, the  elected  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
the  members  of  the  several  Advisory  Committees,  who  shall 
constitute  a  Board  of  Managers. 

ARTICLE  V. 

There  shall  be  an  Executive  Committee,  to  consist  of  the 
President,  Vice-Presidents,  Recording  Secretary,  the  Chair- 
man of  each  Advisory  Committee,  and  seven  elected  mem- 
bers, on  whom  shall  devolve  all  the  business  of  the  Associa- 
tion during  the  recess  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  in  the 
month  of  October,  when  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  for  the  past  year  shall  be  submitted, 
and  the  officers  and  managers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
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chosen  hy  Uollot.  or  t  iva  voce,  a<  nu\v  W  •letermined  at  tlie 
time. 

AKTICLE  VII. 

The  Board  ul'  Managers  jjliall  apiK)ini  -  i  t  a  t^ciicia. 
Ag^nt,  whose  duties  shall  be  detined  bv  them,  and  who  shall 
be  subject  to  their  direction  and  control.  They  shall  also 
have  authority  to  make  By-Laws,  to  fill  vacancies  that  may 
occur,  appoint  committee>5,  and  to  exercise  a  general  con- 
trol over  tlie  funds  and  aj^propriations  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

An  otiie-e  shall  be  opened  in  an  eligible  situation  lor  the 
purpose  of  concentrating  and  diffusing  all  information  per- 
taining to  the  operations  and  objects  of  the  Association,  and 
for  the  transaction  of  it^!  general  business. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Each  "Ward  included  in  the  operations  of  this  Associa- 
tion, shall  be  represented  in  the  Board  of  Managers  by  an 
Advisory  Committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  which 
committee  shall  subdivide  their  several  wards  into  sections, 
appoint  visitors  or  solicitors  therefor,  with  power  to  fill 
vacancies  which  may  occur,  and  exercise  a  general  super- 
vision over  the  operations  in  their  respective  Wards. 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  Board  of  Managers  sliall  provide  printed  tickets, 
which  shall  uniformly  used  by  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Association  may  be  called  by  the 
Secretary  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  or  on  receiv- 
ing a  requisition  signed  V>y  five  members.  Two  days'  notice 
iLr>^  ^  -  .  v- ^      lime  and  place  of  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

This  Coiiaiiiuiion  shall  not  be  altered  except  at  a  general 
meeting  of  the  Association,  and  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present. 


?sOTTOIi;. 


The  undersigned  will  call  in  a  few- 
days  for  your  contribution  to  this 
Charity. 


6  £)  V  5  . 


